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The Ink Left In the Quill

The Secret of the Alienated Jew
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1. Class Summary:

The Midrash asks, why did Moses merit the radiant light which emanated from his face when
he descended from Sinai? The answer: When Moses finished writing the Torah there was extra
ink remaining in his pen. That ink was wiped over his head producing the radiant light on his
face. What does this mean? This sounds almost blasphemous: Did G-d overestimate the
amount of ink necessary and get stuck with leftovers?

By withholding the last drop of ink, G-d ‘authored’ the gvil, the white parchment surrounding
each letter. The white parchment expresses yet a deeper truth not articulated in the ink of the
letters. This withheld ink, too profound to be expressed on paper, represents the core of our
consciousness, the quintessence of our identity, too deep to be manifested in words. It is the
part of you which may unknown even to yourself. It was this “ink” which Moses revealed after
the debacle of the Golden Calf.
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You look at a Jew, he doesn’t feel, he doesn’t show up, he doesn’t care. You think he is lost?

No! Take a look at the white parchment and you will discover him there. In the subconscious of

his heart of hearts — in the unarticulated “white parchment” of his soul—he is still connected.

He too is rooted in the Jewish history and Jewish consciousness, in the Jewish faith and in the

Torah. His psyche originates in the ink left behind in the “Divine quill,” “expressed” in the

expression-less white parchment of the Torah. It may be too deep to be visible but it is real.

2. Sources:

1. Sisa
34:29

And it came to pass when Moses descended from
Mount Sinai, and the two tablets of the testimony were
in Moses' hand when he descended from the mountain
and Moses did not know that the skin of his face had
become radiant while He had spoken with him.
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2. Midrash Rabah
Shemos 47

From where did Moses take the rays of splendor? Rabbi
Judah son of Nachman said in the name of Rabbi
Shimon ben Levi, when he finished writing [the Torah]
with his quill, some ink remained. He passed it over his
head and from it he acquired the rays of splendor.
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3. Mishpatim
32:32

And now, if You forgive their sin But if not, erase me
now from Your book, which You have written
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4. Talmud Berachos
34B

In the place [spiritual level] where baalei teshuvah
stand, the complete tzadikim do not stand.
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Questions and Exercises

1. Why did Michelangelo sculpture Moses with horns on his head?
2. Why did Moses’ face become radiant only after he received the Second Tablets?

3. According to the Or Hachaim why was there ink remaining in the quill? And according to the
Baal Haturim? And according to the Chanukas HaTorah?

4. What is the Chassidic explanation for the ink left in the quill? How did this ink bring healing to
a broken people?

5. What is the secret of Simchas Torah?
6. Can you describe the deepest core of your being? Have you ever experienced it?
7. Can you access more of your super-conscious?

8. How did Rabbi J.B. Soloveitchik describe the Lubavithcer Rebbe after attending his
“farbrengen” in 19807
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