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1. Eikev
7:13-14

13. And He will love you and bless you and multiply you;
He will bless the fruit of your womb...

14. You shall be blessed above all peoples: There will be
no sterile male or barren female among you or among
your livestock.
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2. Devarim Rabbah
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3:6 3,
R. Yonasan said: There will be no sterile male or barren V2 DRV RY T2 M NO» 1Y 227 NN
female among you—This means barren from response. ' S MIUNN
3. Kings |l 2 0%91 .3
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5. And the king of Assyria went up through the entire
land, and he went up to Samaria and besieged it three
years.

6. In the ninth year of Hoshea, the king of Assyria took
Samaria and exiled the Israelites to Assyria, and he
repatriated them in Halah, and in Habor, the Gozan
River, and the cities of Media.

24. And the king of Assyria brought [people] from
Babylonia and from Cuthah and from Avva and from
Hamath and from Sepharvaim, and he settled them in
the cities of Samaria instead of the children of Israel,
and they took possession of Samaria and dwelt in its
cities.

25. And it was in the beginning of their dwelling there,
that they did not fear the Lord, and the Lord incited
lions against them, and they were killing them.
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4. Jerusalem Talmud

YW1’ 4

Shekalim, 1:4 1N NS ﬂ’b?\’)
Rebbi says: A Kuti has the status of a non-Jew. Rabbi YTND ININ H’AVI 1295327 2ID)D 0N
Shimon b. Gamaliel says: A Kuti is like a Jew in all 927 999 SN
matters.

5. Talmud Chullin PHN .5
6a N )

What is the reason? R. Nachman b. Yitzchak said: They
found the image of a dove on top of Mt. Gerizim and
they began to worship it.
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6. Rambam on Mishna

Berachos Chapter 8

| will now explain who the Kutim are. They are the
nation that Sancheirav brought from the Land of Kuta
and settled into Shomron. The verse testifies about
them ‘they feared G-d, but [still] worshipped their own
gods.’

But as time passed they studied Torah and took it
literally, and any commandment that they accepted
upon themselves they would keep extremely
punctually. At this point they were considered to be
observant Jews, who shunned idolatry.

But then the Rabbis discovered that they were
worshipping the idol of a dove on Mt. Gerizim, so they
were excommunicated and considered as idolaters in all
respects.

Any time you find in the Mishna a place where they are
given superior status over gentiles, although not quite
Jewish, is all written before they were investigated. But
now that they were found to be as | described, they are
less than even other gentiles. Know this rule so that |
will not have to repeat it whenever the Kutim are
mentioned.

0731902 MNIYND VIV .6
$N”790 NMD92

DYNVY NI DXMON 0N 110 T2 IND) 1N
Y2 DDWIN NMDN DINID NOANY

Y N NN L,2INON DYDY YN NIV
,(00,3 2750) D>T7aY PN ONPNON NX) OIXD
NN YTHOY TY , 09771 DNY IDINY NION
IPINNY INNNY,NVIVD MY NNNN
STND N2 ©PRNM N2 DPTRTI PN NI
DTN ,NTN DXPNNND DNV DOPHIND PN
DION YIPNY TY.NIT NTIAY D1 T2IY DIN)
.DY19) 9N NN DOWTPN DINNMD OINN
ININD DN INSN 27N N0 DY IIPNYN
% NTIY YT ON L, DTN .Y MINT N

255 DY) D) NOYNI DITNN IN)
MMIYN MIVNI RNNNY NN D) .0MNIT
D»NN )N DWN DNY NXINY 0NN
DY DN DINN I ,INIVIND DOVIN
DTIP NT 92,0121 TIANN XM XMON
DPINK IPTIVN YAN .OPINNIPTIV

M3 DOV DN I INIINY 1D INNDI

2¥ IMND TIVXI XOV ,NNRY YT .TRD DONN
2O 99TY OYPN Do NN HYON

7. Devarim Rabbah
3:6

Once R. Yonassan was riding a donkey with his stable-
boy near the Kuti city Nipolin and a Kuti joined their
company.

When they arrived at Mt. Gerizim the Kuti asked R.
Yonassan: What is the status of this sacred mountain?

R. Yonassan replied: Why is it sacred?

The Kuti said: because it was not affected by the Great
Flood.

How do you know this?

The kuti said: Is it not written: "Son of man, say to her:
You are a land that is not cleansed; it was not rained
upon on the day of fury.”

R. Yonassan replied: If so then G-d should have
commanded Noah to go there and not bother building
the Ark!?

The Kuti replied: Indeed. The Ark was just to test him.
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R. Yonassan remained silent.

The stable-boy said: Is this mountain too not under the
heaven? The Kuti replied: Certainly. Where else?

The attendant continued: Indeed. And it is written “The
flood waters rose 15 cubits over all great mountains

”)|

under the Heaven”!

Immediately R. Yonassan descended from his donkey,
and led the attendant 4 miles, and recited over him the
verse: “and any tongue that contends with you in
judgment, you shall condemn.”

This is what is meant “There will be no sterile male or
barren female among you or among your livestock
(behemtecha)”. Behemtecha means even your stable-
boys, Bahamin.
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8. Jeremiah

Chapter 7

3. So said the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel; Improve
your ways and your deeds, | will allow you to dwell in
this place.

4. Do not rely on false words, saying: The Temple of the
Lord, the Temple of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord
are they.

5. For if you improve your ways and your deeds, if you
perform judgment between one man and his
fellowman,

6. [if] you do not oppress a stranger, an orphan, or a
widow, and you do not shed innocent blood in this
place, and you do not follow other gods for your
detriment,

7. | will allow you to dwell in this place, in the land that |
gave your forefathers from days of yore to eternity.

8. Behold, you rely on false words, of no avail
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9. Zevachim
113a

One master holds that the Flood descended in Israel;
while the other master holds that it did not descend
[there].

R. Nahman b. Isaac observed: Both interpret the same
text, “Son of man, say to her: You are a land that is not
cleansed, nor rained upon in the day of indignation.”
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R. Johanan holds: Scripture speaks rhetorically: O Israel,
how are you not clean? Did the rain [flood] descend
upon you in the day of indignation? [it did not!]

While Resh Lakish holds that it bears its plain sense:
Israel, You are not clean! Did not the rain descend upon
you in the day of indignation?
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10. Tosafos
Zevachim 113a
‘The Flood did not descend upon Israel’.

This is astonishing because is it not written “The flood
waters covered over all great mountains under the
Heaven”? Also in Midrash it writes that R. Yonassan and
his stable boy were travelling with a Kuti. The Kuti
claimed that the Flood did not descend upon Mt.
Gerizim. The stable-boy asked R. Yonassan: My teacher!
Allow me to refute him. R. Yonassan said Go ahead. The
boy said: Is it not written “The flood waters covered
over all great mountains under the Heaven” and R.
Yonassan recited over him the verse “There will be no
sterile male or barren female among you or among your
livestock (behemtecha)”. Behemtecha means even your
stable boys, Bahamin will not be ‘barren’ from
response.

[So how can we say that ‘The Flood did not descend
upon Israel’?]

Perhaps you can answer that only the vapor of the
Flood covered everything and the actual waters did not

iMaom .10
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descend on Israel, and that Kuti claimed that even no DN
vapor reached Mt. Gerizim. Or you can answer: They
refuted that Kuti with straw, (meaning not seriously)
and the verse is only saying that wherever the waters
descended they covered the mountain-tops.
3
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Questions & Exercises

. Who were the Kutim?

. How did the Kutim call themselves and why?

. What was the argument of the Rabbis concerning their status and why?

. Why do you think the Kuti was motivated to say that no flood descended on
Mt. Grizim?

. Why was it the animal rider who managed to find a refutation?

. Did Noah’s flood descend upon the Holy Land? Why?

. How do you define holiness?

. Have you ever had what you would call a “holy experience?” When?

. Why did the Kutim worship the image of a dove?

Prepared by Rabbi Avi Shlomo
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