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1. Class Summary:

We all know Moses for his phenomenal national accomplishments: He stood up to Pharaoh,
brought the ten plagues, redeemed the children of Israel from slavery, split the sea, received
the Torah, and talked ‘face to face’ with G-d.

Yet a fascinating Midrash tells us that Moses’ prolific career and great accomplishments actually
started long before the Exodus, and even long before his striking an Egyptian who was beating a
Hebrew. To be precise, Moses’ leadership began minutes after he was born, and climaxed
moments before his death. And it wasn’t about saving the nation from slavery, transmitting the
Torah, or talking to G-d. It was about his efforts to help and heal individuals and bring them the
answers and comfort they are searching for. Moses’ life began and concluded in acts of
outreach, and in each case, to a rebel.

There were three children who rebelled against their father: Reuben son of Jacob, Miriam
daughter of Amram, and Batya daughter of Pharaoh. This class will analyze the different
natures of their ‘rebellions” and show how the greatest accomplishments in life are sometimes
much less glamorous than we would have imagined. How the signs of a truly great man are
found in his sympathy and sensitivity to the outcast.

The class will teach us who invented the term “kiruv rechokim,” bringing close those who are
distant, and the work of “kiruv” began by Moses but completed only by the Moshiach.
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2. Sources:

1. Ki Savo
28:6

6. You shall be blessed when you come in, and you shall
be blessed when you depart.
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2. Devarim Rabbah
75

‘You shall be blessed when you come [and you shall be
blessed when you depart] —R. Yehuda b. Simon said:
This verse speaks about Moses.

‘When you come in’ refers to when Moses entered this
World and he brought close the distant, meaning Batya
daughter of Pharaoh.

‘When you depart’ refers to when Moses left this
World, and he brought close the distant referring to
Reuben. How do | know this? The verse states (Deut.
33:6): ‘Let Reuben live and not die.’
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3. Chronicles |
4:18

18. These are the children of Bityah daughter of
Pharaoh whom Mered married.
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Vayikra Rabbah

Portion 1
‘Whom Mered married’ this is Calev.

R. Abba b. Kahana and R. Yehuda b. Simon [differ in
their interpretation]:

One says he rebelled (morad) against the Spies plot,
and she rebelled against her father’s decree. Let the
rebel marry the rebel.

One says, he saved the flock (Israel) and she saved the
shepherd (Moses).
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5. Vayikra Rabba

Portion 1

R. Joshua of Sichnin said in the name of R. Levi: The
Holy One Blessed Be He said to Batya daughter of
Pahraoh: ‘Moses was not your son yet you called him
your son. You are not my daughter, but | will call you
my daughter.” (Bat Yah means ‘daughter of G-d’.)
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6. Vayishlach
35:22

22. And it came to pass when Israel sojourned in that
land, that Reuben went and lay with Bilhah, his father's
concubine, and Israel heard [of it]...
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7. Rashi
Vayishlach, ibid

Because Reuben displaced up his father’s bed, the
Torah considers it as if he slept with her.

And why did he move and desecrate his father’s bed?
Because when Rachel died, Jacob took his bed which
was usually in her tent and put it in Bilhah’s tent, and
Reuben came and demanded the honor of his mother.
He argued: If my mother’s sister was her rival, at least
her sister’s maid should not be her rival. That is why he
moved the bed.
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8. V'zos Habracha
33:6

6. May Reuben live and not die, and may his people be
counted in the number.

Rashi:

May Reuben live- in this World, and not die- in the
World to Come, and the episode of Bilhah will not be
mentioned.
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9. Talmud Sotah
12a

A Tanna taught: Amram was the greatest man of his
generation; when he saw that the wicked Pharaoh had
decreed 'Every son that is born to you shall be cast into
the river', he said: ‘We labor In vain!” He arose and
divorced his wife. All [the Israelites] thereupon arose
and divorced their wives too.

His daughter [Miriam] said to him, 'Father, your decree
is more severe than Pharaoh's; because Pharaoh
decreed only against the males whereas you have
decreed against the males and females. Pharaoh only
decreed in this World whereas you have decreed
concerning this World and the World to Come.

Pharaoh is wicked so there is a doubt whether his
decree will be fulfilled or not, you are righteous, so it is
certain that your decree will be fulfilled... He arose and
took his wife back; and then they all arose and took
their wives back.
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10. Megaleh Amukos

(R. Nosson Nota Shapira, Poland, 1584-1633)

Vaeschanan 187

Moses wanted to enter the Land of Israel because he
foresaw with prophecy that in the end of days the verse
will be fulfilled ‘Then | will convert the peoples to a pure
language that all of them call in the name of the Lord,
to worship Him of one accord.’

That is why Moses wanted to enter Israel, to bring close
those that are far, and usher them under the wings of
the Shechina, just as he began to do this during the
Exodus from Egypt, taking a large multitude of
Egyptians with him because he wanted to bring those
alienated close.

This is what he meant ‘| beseeched to G-d,’ that his
prayer was not on his own behalf it was on behalf of G-
d, to make all serve Him on one accord as will indeed be
in the future...

But to this G-d answered ‘You already have much.” This
refers to what it says in the Midrash (cited earlier
Source 2): ‘You shall be blessed when you come and you
shall be blessed when you depart’ ‘When you come in’
refers to when Moses entered this World and he
brought close the distant, meaning Batya daughter of
Pharaoh who converted. ‘When you depart’ refers to
when Moses left this World, and he brought close the
distant referring to Reuben.

So G-d is answering him, You want to enter Israel in
order to bring those that are distant close, ‘you already
have much,” meaning, you already brought many close
[to G-d] both with your birth and with your passing!

This is hinted to in the word [‘you already have] much’,
in Hebrew, ‘rav’, 29. This is an abbreviation for Reuben
and Batya. Reuben when you left, Batya when you
came.

Another thing hinted to in the word ‘rav’ is the mixed
multitude of Egyptians, ‘eirev rav’, who Moses took
with him and tried to usher them under the wings of
the Divine Presence, but was not successful.

Therefore, G-d said, ‘Do not add another word’ but
rather showed him the time at the end of days when
this will indeed occur. That is what is meant ‘Go up to
the top of the peak,’ that G-d showed him the Messiah.
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11. Yismach Moshe

(R. Moshe Teitelbaum, Hungary, 1759 - 1841)

Introduction to commentary on Tanach

How great are the Righteous that they cause the
Wicked to return to repentance!

| heard from my Master Teacher and father-in-law
o.b.m., who heard from his teacher, how one time in
the Upper World, Rashi met the holy Rabbi Itzikel from
Drahavitch, and Rashi asked R’ Itzikel: What merit and
and mitzvah does your son, the holy Rabbi R’ Michel,
the preacher of Zolochov have? Because [Rashi] heard
that the Heavenly Worlds were storming and tumulting
over R’ Michel!

R’ Itzikel replied to him that his son studies Torah for its
own sake. But Rashi was not satisfied [with this
explanation]. So R’ Itzikel added that his son takes upon
himself much personal suffering, and fasts and
undergoes cleansing afflictions, and even with this Rashi
was not satisfied. So he told him further how he [R’
Michel] does much kindness and charity, and gives
away all of his money to the poor etc., and still Rashi
was not satisfied.

Finally he told him that he brought back many from sin,
and made many baalei teshuva, returnees to Judaism,
and this finally calmed and settled Rashi’s mind, and his
holy mind finally understood the great spiritual tumult
caused in the entire Heavenly Kingdom.
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4. Questions and Exercises

1.  What was bothering the Midrash in the verse “Blessed are you in your coming in, blesses
are you in your going out”?

2. What is the Midrashic interpretation to this verse?

3.  Whatis the connection between Batya the daughter of Pharaoh and Reuben the son of
Jacob?

4. Isthere such a thing as a “holy” rebellion against your parent? How do you determine if
your rebellion is holy or ugly?

5.  Why, according to the Megaleh Amukos, did Moses want to enter the Holy Land? And
what was G-d’s response to him?

6. What, at last, satisfied Rashi as to why the life of Rabbi Michel of Zlotchev generated such
a powerful ‘commotion’ in heaven?

7.  What have you done during the past eight weeks to ‘bring close’ someone ‘who was
distant’?

Prepared and edited by Rabbi Avi Shlomo
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