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1. Class Summary 

Why can’t people get along today? What happened to relationships in our world? Why are so many 

couples struggling to find happiness together? A single commandment in the portion of Pinchas can 

give us at least part of the answer.  

A debate between the Karaites and traditional Jews focused on the anomaly of the Rabbis calling the 

document of divorce a “get,” neglecting the biblical term for the writ of divorce. 

The word “get” is spelled from two letters, Gimmel and Tes. The Vilna Gaon presented an ingenious 

insight about these two letters of the Hebrew alphabet, showing how they symbolize the reality of a 

divorce. Building on this idea, his student explained why these two letters were the only ones omitted 

from the portion in Pinchas dealing with the daily lamb offerings: this portion captures the essence of 

an enduring relationship hence it has no place for the letters of divorce. 

This class presents an explanation why it is specifically the portion discussing the daily lamb sacrifices 

that conveys the essence of an enduring relationship.  

There were two types of offerings brought in the Holy Temple in Jerusalem. While most sacrifices were 

partially burnt and then partially eaten, ‘the burnt-offering,’ the Olah, had to be totally consumed by 

the flames of the altar. Nothing remained to be eaten. It was a sacrifice totally dedicated to G-d and 

the person who offered it derived no benefit from it. The daily lamb offering was an ‘Olah.’ 

From a spiritual and psychological perspective, these two types of offerings represent two types of 

sacrifice: Self-motivated sacrifice vs. complete sacrifice; conditional sacrifice vs. unconditional sacrifice.  

You may love your spouse and make sacrifices for your spouse because of what you receive, what you 

expect to receive in return. You appreciate her physical and emotional qualities, you cherish your 

partner’s looks, wisdom, kindness or candidness, and you gain much from it. Essentially it is not the 

other person you love, rather it is yourself whom you love. You love that part of the other person 

which enriches your life. 

Then there is another form of love and loyalty, in which you transcend yourself and ask not what your 

friend can do for you, but what you can do for your friend. Without personal gain and self interest. To 

paraphrase Kennedy: Ask not what your wife can do for you; ask what you can do for your wife! Ask 

not what your husband can do for you; ask what you can do for your husband! 

It is this type of relationship that eliminates the possibility of divorce. Hence, it is from this offering 

that the Torah omits the two letters representing divorce. 
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2. Sources: 

 שלטי הגיבורים . 1

 : (א"כ סק"הובא בבאר היטב אבן העזר סק) ריש גיטין

 אחת אבן ,כמו שמצינו בירושלמי 'גט'לשון 
 כל ומגרשת ,שמה וגיטא הים בכרכי

 .חברותיה

Joshua Boaz ben Simon Rabbi  1. Shiltei Giborim
Baruch, Italy, d. 1557 

Beg. Gittin 

The word ‘get’ is found in the Jerusalem Talmud which 
states: There is a stone found in the islands of the Sea 
which is called a ‘gita’ and this stone[magnetically] 
repels all of its neighbors. 

 תוספות . 2

 : א, גיטין ב

ב שורות בגט אומר "ומה שנוהגים לכתוב י
 .ב"רבינו תם משום דגט גימטריא י

Tosafos2.  

Gittin 2a 

The get is customarily comprised of twelve lines and 
Rabeinu Tam explains that this is because the word get 
has the numerical value of twelve.  

 פינחס . 3

 ח-א, כח

ר  א   .מֹשֶה לֵּאמֹר-אֶל, 'הוַיְדַבֵּ

ל-צַו אֶת ב י יִשְרָאֵּ הֶם, בְנֵּ -אֶת :וְאָמַרְתָ אֲלֵּ
יחַ נִיחֹחִי, קָרְבָנִי לַחְמִי לְאִשַי , תִשְמְרוּ, רֵּ
 . לְהַקְרִיב לִי בְמוֹעֲדוֹ 

: 'האֲשֶר תַקְרִיבוּ לַ , זֶה הָאִשֶה לָהֶם וְאָמַרְתָ  ג
עֹלָה , שָנָה תְמִימִם שְנַיִם לַיּוֹם-נֵּיכְבָשִים בְ 

   .תָמִיד

ת הַכֶבֶש  תַעֲשֶה בַבֹקֶר, בֶש אֶחָדהַכֶ -אֶת ד וְאֵּ
נִי ין הָעַרְבָיִם, הַשֵּ  . תַעֲשֶה בֵּ

יפָה סֹלֶת ה בְלוּלָה בְשֶמֶן , לְמִנְחָה, וַעֲשִירִית הָאֵּ
  .רְבִיעִת הַהִין, כָתִית

יחַ נִיחֹחַ , בְהַר סִינַי, הָעֲשֺיָה דתָמִי עֹלַת ו , לְרֵּ
  .'האִשֶה לַ 

, קֹדֶשבַ ; לַכֶבֶש הָאֶחָד, וְנִסְכוֹ רְבִיעִת הַהִין ז
כָר ךְ נֶסֶךְ שֵּ  . 'הלַ  הַסֵּ

ת הַכֶ  ח נִיוְאֵּ ין, בֶש הַשֵּ  הָעַרְבָיִם תַעֲשֶה בֵּ
יחַ נִיחֹחַ , כְמִנְחַת הַבֹקֶר וּכְנִסְכוֹ תַעֲשֶה ה רֵּ אִשֵּ

 .'הלַ 

3. Pinchas 

28:1-8 

1. The Lord spoke to: Moses, saying.  

2. Command the children of Israel and say to them: My 
offering, My food for My fire offerings, a spirit of 
satisfaction for Me, you shall take care to offer to Me 
at its appointed time.  

3. And you shall say to them: This is the fire offering 
which you shall offer to the Lord: two unblemished 
lambs in their first year each day as a continual burnt 
offering.  

4. The one lamb you shall offer up in the morning, and 
the other lamb you shall offer up in the afternoon.  

5. And one tenth of an ephah of fine flour for a meal 
offering, mixed with a quarter of a hin of crushed 
[olive] oil.  

6. A continual burnt offering, as the one offered up at 
Mount Sinai, for a spirit of satisfaction, a fire offering 
to the Lord.  

7. Its libation shall be one quarter of a hin for each 
lamb, to be poured on the holy [altar] as a libation of 
strong wine to the Lord.  

8. And the second lamb you shall offer up in the 
afternoon. You shall offer it up with the same meal 
offering and libation as the morning [sacrifice], a fire 
offering with a spirit of satisfaction to the Lord. 
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 גיטין . 4

  :ב, צ

 ראשונה אשתו המגרש כל אלעזר' ר דאמר
  .דמעות עליו מוריד מזבח אפילו

Talmud Gittin4.  

90b 

R. Elazar said: Whoever divorces his first wife, even the 
temple altar cries tears for him. 

 

 :מקורות. 3

 (א מוילנה"להגר)דבר אליהו 

 (ר מליובאוויטש"ק אדמו"לכ) מ"תשד'ב תמוז ה"שיחת י
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B”H 

4. Questions and Exercises 

1. Why did the sages name the writ of divorce “Get?” 

 

2. Explain the uniqueness of the two Hebrew letters Gimmel and Tes. 

 

3. What were the types of sacrifices and what do they represent? 

 

4. Are you capable of unconditional love?  

 

5. Have you been hurt by loving someone without expectations? How does one find the 

balance between selfless love and at the same time not becoming a shmateh? 

 

6. Why do you think so many couples struggle to create a deep and enduring 

relationship? 

 

7. When was the last time you looked at our spouse and said “What can I do for you?” 
without expecting anything in return? 
 

8. When was the last time you called a friend not to ask for a favor, but just to make 
them smile? 
 

9. When was the last time you called your parents not out of necessity, but out of pure 
love? 
 

10. When was the last time you entertained the notion of doing something for your friend 
just for his or her sake, to fill their need, without you being part of the equation at all?  

 

 

Prepared and edited by Rabbi Avi Shlomo 

 


