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1. Class Summary

Prophecy is a fundamental part of Jewish belief. As a matter of fact two of Maimonides thirteen
principles of Jewish Faith are: the belief that G-d communicates with man through prophecy (#6), and
the belief in the primacy of the prophecy of Moses our teacher (#7). But how does one go about
authenticating prophets? How can we know if G-d has really spoken to the self-proclaimed prophet or if
he is a fraud, as has happened all too many times in history?

The criteria usually given is this: if he has successfully proven that he can accurately foretell the future,
or he performs miracles, we are commanded to believe him and follow his directives.

But then there is a fascinating section in the portion of Reah (Deuteronomy 13:2-4) :

“If there will arise among you a prophet, or a dreamer, and he gives you a sign or a wonder, and the sign
or the wonder of which he spoke to you happens, [and then he] says, ‘Let us go after other gods which
you have not known, and let us worship them’, you shall not heed the words of that prophet, or that
dreamer of a dream; for the Lord, your God, is testing you, to know whether you really love the Lord,

III

your God, with all your heart and with all your sou

The Torah is in essence saying: The prophet may perform true miracles. He may not be a fraud or an
illusionist. Yet at this point we cannot listen to him.

Why? If he has proven himself to be a Spiritual Master, a miracle worker, should we not trust him more
than we trust ourselves?

An enigmatic comment by Rabbi Yacov ben Asher (1269-1343) shares with us a tremendous historical
insight into these verses, and answers one of the most sensitive theological questions of all time: Why
did the Jews reject Christianity?
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2. Sources
1. Reah ANY .1
13:2-4 ta,»

2. If there will arise among you a prophet, or a dreamer
of a dream, and he gives you a sign or a wonder,

3. and the sign or the wonder of which he spoke to you
happens, [and he] says, "Let us go after other gods
which you have not known, and let us worship them,"

4. You shall not heed the words of that prophet, or that
dreamer of a dream; for the Lord, your God, is testing
you, to know whether you really love the Lord, your
God, with all your heart and with all your soul.
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2. Baal Haturim -- Rabbi Yacov ben Asher (Germany
and Spain, c.1269- c.1343)

Reah, 13:2
“If there will arise among you a prophet” —

The word 7292, “among you”, has the numerical
value of 324, same as the words NYNN T, “this
woman”.
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3.

“If there will arise among you a prophet”--

The words N>2) 7292, “among you a prophet”,
have the numerical value of 387, same as NYNN 1
32) “this woman and her son”.
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4. Maimonides
Laws of Foundations of the Torah, Chapter 8

1. The Jews did not believe in Moses because of the
miracles he performed, because if one believes due to
miracles he will always harbor doubt in his heart:
perhaps the miracle was performed through trickery
and magic...

2. So why did they believe in Moses? Because of what
happened at Mt. Sinai: “Our own eyes witnessed, not
those of a stranger. Our own ears heard, not those of
another... the fire, voices, and lightning... Moses
approached the darkness, and the Voice spoke to him,
and we heard it say, ‘Moses Moses, go tell them such
and such.”” Likewise it is written, “Face to face did G-d
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speak to you,” and it says “Not with our fathers was this
covenant created, [but with us personally].”...

6. Therefore, any prophet that arises after Moses our
Teacher—we do not believe in him because of the
respect we have for the miracles he performs, we do
not say ‘If you perform this miracle we will accept all
that you say’, but rather we believe him only because
Moses commanded us and directed us that a prophet is
validated by performing a miracle, just as testimony is
validated by two witnesses even though we do not
know for certain whether the witnesses are speaking
truth or falsehood. Similarly, we believe this prophet
whether the miracle he performs is authentic or
through trickery...

7. Therefore, if a prophet arises and performs great and
wondrous miracles, and then attempts to deny and
contradict the prophecy of Moses, we do not listen to
him. Then we can ascertain that the miracles he
performed were via trickery and magic, because the
prophecy of Moses was not authenticated based on
miracles that we must compare these miracles to those
miracles, rather it was authenticated because ‘our eyes
say and our ears heard’ just as Moses himself heard!

8. To what is this similar to? To witnesses that testified
to someone on facts different than what he himself
saw. Surely he will not listen to them, but will know
definitely that they are liars.

9. That is why the Torah says that even if the miracle of
this prophet (who denies Moses) comes to pass, “Do
not listen to the words of that prophet” because his
miracle cannot deny what our own eyes saw, and we
only believe in miracles anyway because Moses told us
to, so how can we believe in his miracles from this man
who is denying Moses? Moses prophecy we saw, we
heard!

Chapter 9

1. Itis clear and explicit in Torah that all
commandments are to last forever. They are not to be
changed, subtracted from, or added to... Therefore
even a prophet has no authority to innovate new laws.

2. Therefore, if a man arises, whether a Jew or non-Jew,
and performs signs and miracles, and claims that G-d
sent him to add a commandment or to delete one, or to
explain a commandment differently than Moses
explained it, or if he says that a commandment has
expired and is not eternal—he is certainly a false
prophet, because he is denying the prophecy of Moses.
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5. Talmud Sanhedrin ’99M30 .5
98h a,ns
Rav said: if the Messiah is from the living, he is AYTPN 12 1D XIND NN JIOXR DT N
someone like Rabbi Yehuda the Prince (Rabeinu TINN WIN ONT 102 NIN NN D ON
Hakadosh). If he is from the deceased, he is someone

like Daniel, the man of desirable qualities.
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4. Questions and Exercises

1. Who was the “Baal Haturim?” Why was he given this title?
2. What is the meaning of his words “among you” —“this is the woman”?

3. Throughout the ages censorship often crippled Jewish texts. How did censorship cripple this

commentary of the Baal Haturim?

4. Why do Jews believe in the revelation of Sinai? Why do we believe in the authenticity of the
Moses a Divine prophet? And in the Torah he wrote as the word of G-d? Is it blind faith? Or s it

a purely rational recognition?
5. Do you have to be a “believer” to accept the authenticity of Torah as a Divine document?
6. Are all faiths equal—preaching a truth beyond rational scrutiny?

7. What is the unique claim of Judaism, unlike any other faith? Why have other faiths not

embraced a similar tradition?
8. Why did Jews reject Christianity?
9. From a Jewish perspective, is it possible that the founder of Christianity performed miracles?

10. Can the Messiah come from the diseased? If yes, why do we reject the Christian “Messiah”?

Prepared and edited by Rabbi Avi Shlomo
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