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1. Class Description

For well over a millennia, Jewish spiritual life revolved around the myriads of ritualistic services
conducted in the Tabernacle, and later, in the Temple. The Torah describes in minute detail
each item, artifact, garment, service and sacrifice that was part of Temple worship.

Today, many of these methods of worship seem foreign, ceremonial, and outdated. Yet nothing
can be further from the truth. In Jewish tradition, the heart of man is the Temple of G-d; every
rite and ritual performed in the Temple exactly parallels a spiritual journey in the psyche of the
human being.

In this class, we will analyze the cleaning of the Menorah, the daily animal sacrifice, and the
burning of incense, and discover the profound spiritual and psychological implications of a
Talmudic debate regarding their order in the daily service of the Temple.
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2. Sources:

1. Talmud Yoma
33a

Abaye related the order of the [daily] priestly functions
in the name of tradition (Rashi: A tradition of all of the rabbis in
the House of Study) and in accordance with Abba Shaul:

The large pile [of wood on the altar] comes before the
second pile [of wood] for the incense; the second pile
for the incense comes before the laying of the two logs
of wood; the laying of the two logs of wood precedes
the removing of the ashes from the inner altar; the
removing of the ashes from the inner altar precedes the
preparing of the five lamps.

The preparing of the five lamps precedes the blood of
the daily offering; the blood of the daily offering
precedes the preparing of the two lamps; the preparing
of the two lamps precedes the incense.

The incense precedes the limbs; the limbs come before
the meal-offering; the meal-offering precedes the
pancakes; the pancakes come before the drink-
offerings; the drink-offerings precede the additional
offerings; the additional offerings come before the
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[frankincense] censers, and the [frankincense] censers ~~-1513
precede the daily afternoon offering...

2. Exodus nvY .2
Chapter 30 Y P99

1. You shall make an altar for bringing incense up in
smoke; you shall make it out of acacia wood...

7. Aaron shall make incense of spices go up in smoke
upon it in the morning, in the morning when he sets
the lamps in order, he shall make it go up in smoke.

8. And when Aaron kindles the lights in the afternoon,
he shall make it go up in smoke, continual incense
before the Lord for your generations.
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2*. Talmud Yoma
33b

According to Rabbi Yochanan, the verse states says ‘in
the morning’ twice to teach that [the menorah] was lit
in two parts...
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3. Talmud Yoma
13b-14a

It has been taught: [The Sages say:] He should not
prepare the lamps and after that burn the incense, but
rather he should offer the incense first and then
prepare the lamps. Abba Shaul says: He should first
prepare [the lamps] and then offer [the incense].

What is the reason for Abba Shaul's view? — For it is
written (Exodus 30:7): Every morning, when he prepares
the lamps- and only afterwards [it says] - he shall burn it
(the incense).

N1 NIDM Y923 INYN )
N, -2, 91

,POP T INNRY MDD NN DV NI : NINT
DINY NIN .20 D INNK) PP RON
SPVPN T NN VN IIN

0v 5 0w NOT IDINY NANT RNOYV INND
97,7 NN HIDVINA P22 IPAa
POV

NN NAVN YTV 1XIDNT ININP NN PN

And the Sages? They say that what the Torah here MOP OPH
means is that at around the time the lamps are being

prepared there shall be burning incense.

4. Maimonides 07219 .9

Laws of Tmidim and Musafim, Chapter 6 Laws 3-4

After sprinkling the blood, the Kohen inside the
Sanctuary prepares the first five lamps, and then exits...

...Afterwards, they raffle off the privilege of offering
incense, and the one who wins enters and offers.

After that, the Kohen that won the privilege of cleaning
the Menorah enters and prepares the final two lamps.
Then the one that offered incense exits with the one
that cleaned the Menorah and they stand together with
their fellow Priests on the steps of the Chamber.
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5. Beis Yosef (Rr. Yosef Karo)
Orach Chaim, Chapter 48

Even though Maimonides agrees with the opinion of
the Sages who argue with Abba Shaul, and hold that the
incense was offered in between the preparing of the
Menorah lamps... and therefore it would have been
proper to order it as follows:

The preparing of the five lamps precedes the incense,
and the incense precedes the preparing of the two
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lamps...

However, since the world discovered that Abaye
followed the order of Abba Shaul, it seemed that this is

the final law, and therefore they did not want to change

from that order.
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6. Liturgy of Yom Kippur

Mussaf Prayer

The High Priest would enter within to prepare the five
lamps, to offer incense, and then to prepare the two
remaining lamps...
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Chapter 11 N7? P99

There were two altars, one of gold and one of copper.
The golden altar corresponds to the soul of man and
the copper altar corresponds to his body...

Just as the body eats, the copper altar consumes
[animal] sacrifices.

Just as the soul only finds pleasure in scent, only
incense was offered on the golden altar, which create
scent.
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8. Babylonian Talmud
Kidushin 31b

After R. Yochanan was conceived, his father died, and
after he was born his mother died. The same happened
to Abaye.

Is this so? Didn’t Abaye often say “Mother told me...?”

He was referring to the woman who had raised him,
(but she was not his real mother).
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9. Gate of Reincarnation (arizal)
Introduction 34

Before [Abaye] was born his father died, and shortly
after he was born his mother died, and upon him they
quoted: (Hoshea 14:4) “For it is in You, by Whom the
orphan is granted mercy” (The first letters of these
Hebrew words spell Abaye, and that is what he was
called although his real name was Nachmani).
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10. Talmud Berachos
48a

Abaye and Rava [when boys] were once sitting in the
presence of Rabbah. Rabbah said to them: To whom do
we address our blessings? They replied: To the All-
Merciful. And where does the All-Merciful abide? Rava
pointed to the roof; Abaye went outside and pointed to
the sky. Said Rabbah to them: Both of you will become
Rabbis. This accords with the popular saying: Every
pumpkin can be told from its stalk.
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11. Mishna Tamid
Chapter 6

Mishna 1
The priest who won the privilege of cleaning the
Menorah would enter and prepare the Menorah...

Mishna 3
Then the one who won the privilege of offering incense
would go and offer incense...

Tractate Yoma, Chapter 1

Mishna 2

The high priest on Yom Kippur would sprinkle the blood
of the daily sacrifice, offer incense, and then prepare
the lamps of the Menorah...
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3. Questions and Exercises

1. Abba Shaul says that the Kohen first prepares all seven lamps of the Menorah, and only then offers
incense. The Sages say that he prepares the first five lamps, then offers incense, and then finishes
preparing the final two lamps of the Menorah. What is the textual root of their disagreement?

2. Every service in the Temple has an exact correlation and spiritual meaning in the life of man. What
does “sacrificing the daily offering” and “lighting the Menorah” mean to you? What is your personal
experience of “offering incense?”

3. According to the above, how can we now explain spiritually the argument between Abba Shaul and
the Sages?

4. Abaye, as an orphan, strongly identified with Abba Shaul. Why today do we read every morning the
opinion of Abaye and Abba Shaul, and not that of the Sages? Are we spiritually orphaned?

5. Every child yearns inherently for the acceptance and respect of his or her parents. Have you ever felt
disconnected and unable to communicate healthily with your parents? Have you ever felt unable to
“offer incense,” to “unite,” with your father or mother? Have you ever felt your father is absent, or like
Abba Shaul, “borrowed?”

6. Do you think an orphan experiences G-d in a radically different way?

7. In describing G-d, Rava pointed to the roof; Abaye to the heaven. What does this difference
represent? And how do you relate to G-d?

Prepared and written by Rabbi Avraham Shlomo
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