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Life as a Mirror

Moses Rejected the Women's Mirrors; G -d Explained to Him that they Represented the

Majestic Narrative of Mankind

By Rabbi YY Jacobson
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1. Class Summary

One of the most integral items in the Tabernacle was the Washstand, the Kiyor, from which the Kohanim would

wash theirhandsk YR FSSG SIFOK Y2NYyAy3ad ¢KAA g4I &
WGKS a4l yOUGAFAOFIGARZ2Y 2F GKS Y2KIFIYAYQ YS

But what was the Kiyor itself made of? Not gold and not silver, butrather 6 2 Y Sy Q &

GKS ySOSaal Ne
FyAy3 AdG YERS

YANNENBE ® aAiANNER

women to adorn and decorate themselves. The Midrash tells us that women came in droves to donate their
mirrors, but Moses refused to accept them. His argument was simple: How can it be that an item whose entire
purpose is vain and selfish, superficial and materialistic, be accepted for use in the House of G-d? A place where

one came to be inspired to sacrifice and serve? Mirrors and G-d are mutually exclusive!

ButG-R RA &I ANBSR® 9YLIKI (A O f thésamirdorSthatiage inéte pee@odsSodm¥thadi L (I A &

Fy&ddKAy3a St asSoé
Why?

This class will explore the paradox of a mirror: It is made of glass yet the glass is coated and it

thus reflects. The

mirror captures the truth of human existence: the very blockages of life can become the most powerful tool of
spirituality and sanctification. These great women revealed and taught Moses one of the greatest truths: how to

view physicality and beauty. Is it holy or profane? Selfish or selfless? Sacred or mundane?

The answer is both. And it depends on you.
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2. Sources:

1. Vayakhel auvilia
38:8 BB 4
8. And he made the washstand of copper and its base of ol @ ,\Aé i &® ,Ag 0 E e A| 3 )Z
copper from the mirrors of the women who had set up UEél Ya aEUIl o
the legions, who congregated at the entrance of the
Tent of Meeting. <
U e
Ramban: Yé,é;Y, 5Yf§!éU . Uﬁ..éﬁ
The washstand and its base were made of the mirrors a Y, @ lUJ | G U @ E‘i\ﬁ @ ULJ R a
of the women who congregated in great numbers at the ¢ uaoy @,6 & 00a U
doors of the Tent of Meeting to donate their mirrors aafl OAYREée 0 YcdbieU
out of the generosity of their hearts. The copper of their UaadaRoe Yo YYTDBR B A
mirrors was extremely polished and beautiful, and o) Y %) U Y o) Y 1 ég éU IQ lﬂ
therefore it was designated for this utensil. And the O Y Aéa U 3 C U a o Y DS
women gathered in hostsdzLJ2 y K2 a i a X Yeay o8V
2. lbn Ezra @3 Pér
The way of women is to beautify themselves in front of é ane U aa ail naé
copper or glass mirrors every morning, to fix their hair oYODd aU oT YU aau
and jewelry, as mentioned in the Book of Isaiah (3:20), A0Nn é 490 Di U T
and as is the custom of the Ishmalites until today. U Aéna 51 é L‘Jé. Lgéé.ﬁ
But amongst Israel there were G-d fearing women who age ana Uuu ? @3,. |
distanced themselves from the temptations of this aYal
world and gave away their mirrors as a donation . . .
because they no longer had the need to beautify YdBbnovYUUYEéE aan e
bt PRI R et s
themsel@ S & X Uue gpam\agéﬁ)w
oYi aaoUa UY
3. Rashi 0 ah d3
&From the mirrors of the women who had OgUYT U
congregated Y
Israelit d mi hich th Id look ¢UU oY@¥éeicUal
sraelite women owned mirrors, which they would loo 2 1 s 7N RN AT N e
into when they adorned themselves. Even these @ a,' U pu%& UY~ U aoe, %@ﬁ{al Bgf
[mirrors] they did not hold back from bringing as a a &l n @ ’e.. 3}9 7
contribution toward the Mishkan, but Moses rejected eou 01 a:i
them because they were made for temptation [i.e., to N .
inspire lustful thoughts]. C e aae @ ayovgug v
Y . S Y z, ~ o 7 ~ "
L oYUd oYQUIT aanad
The Holy One, blessed is He, saidtohA Y2~ a! OO A0i o) U Y U é U é é°" 'Uaé'l‘

[them], for these are more precious to Me than
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anything because through them the women set up Uo
many legions [i.e., through the children they gave birth_ 0 R G0 ¢
U286 Ay 93elliode 2KSY UKS) 0
back-breaking labor, they [the women] would go and 3

bring them food and drink and give them to eat. Then

they [the women] would take the mirrors and each one o , 9 .-
would see herself with her husband in the mirror, and aa a)n \6]
AKS ¢2dz R &SRdz0OS KAY GAl xede
0S8l dzli A Fdzt G KI Y ythed alzdséd theiry | .. AUea

husbands desire and would copulate with them,
O2yOSAGAY3 YR IAGAY3I 0
0KS TLILX S GNBS L I NrdzaSH
meaning of] what is [lit., the mirrors of those who set
up legions]. From these [the mirrors], the washstand
was madeX ®

4. Midrash Tanchuma
Pekudai

When Moses saw the mirrors he was angry at the o & a U
g2YSyo IS G2t R (KS LaN} 3 3 f QUé.
the legs of these women! What do we need these

YANNRBNBR T2NKE ¢a

¢KS 1 2f& hyS .t8aa8R .8 Uo
deride these mirrors?! They established all of the hosts oY
of Israel in Egypt!

Take them and fashion from them the washstand for

GKS LNASada G2 atyodave| aaelUa Yeay
(38:8). And he made a copper washstand and its stand n é(‘ﬁ Y’é} >
GAGK GKS YANNRNE 2F (KS O0Y@o aeU
gKAOK SaitlofAaKSR GKSa&aS C)Y@(’j
Yagu oY
5. Song of Songs a
2:11-14
11. For behold, the winter has passed; the rain is over . T Y a ’ﬁ; E @_a}
and gone.
12. The blossoms have appeared in the land, the time of a l Yie ‘&
singing has arrived, and the voice of the turtledove is
heard in our land. ;
ge Aol
13. The fig tree has put forth its green figs, and the ¢ ’é AE.A
vines with their tiny grapes have given forth their ' '
fragrance; arise, my beloved, my fair one, and come ;= oy £ = SRy meas S
e Y Y a EQd ad& UBb B é |
y. Ja, L .
¢ Eaad

14. My dove, in the clefts of the rock, in the coverture
of the steps, show me your appearance, let me hear
your voice, for your voice is pleasant and your
appearance is comely.'
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6. Talmud Yevamos
49b

All prophets gazed through a clouded opaque glass, but
Moses our teacher gazed through a shining translucent
glass.

7. Rashi #a d7
Beginning of Matos oOYaee
¢KS tNRLKSGa LmBsekdasi 8f aUaapeU eoéde VAU Y
[indicating distance] but Moses was more than them oUuu uUb C YN
FYR #hsA®R @GKS 62NR w2¥F ||

intimacy].

8. Likutei Torah o Uo Yo/
SongofSongs'Pg.ls:s )aaa'@a Haé’é@ﬁ\‘;ﬂﬂﬁ ao
oMy dove is in the clefts of the rocktherecessesf ae D UUC&HJU,, f’ie a ,\é U,\Bf
the stepsX€ (Song of Songs 2:14) YUY ac
This verse refers to the time of Exile when Israel, a é. Io:EU AU'II ¢ aogin c p a
symbolized by the dove, is in a concealed and subdued UuUoUaeU o0o0é U g&adld
& G I G Sreferringdziithe period of the Exodus from Y aoé U U =) U 4Aa d
EgyptA ( &k Wirdter Kas passed; the rain is oXer AVEERY 1A 11 -\'“'E v n --l"ne\
¢KS FTAI GNBS KFa Lizi F21] Yuy Ua;g'ééfgeaéo
beloved, my fair one, and come awaghbid 2:11-13)

About the present post-Temple period it is written, & a € é, Y, U B U a C) éU{Lé ,(;Uéé.g
doveis in the clefts of rock and the resses of the aYURU @au UeYau
stepsé When the dove is in the pockets of the rock it is Ua oddi @ 490 aaeaeé
unable to spread its wings and fly, because it is trapped é a 0 3ae Y é_ AabPbROe é
and constrained there, similarly during exile the wings U U U %) U é U é ai &3 U
of the soul, namely its love and fear of G-d which v s A N .. ..
Syl ofs Al (2 cRficedany 2y | Daadéa ORO1I Da Ya
constrained by the trap of the physical body which is .o a ;mn g ‘Y U U N R |, 0
inevitably drawn after and enslaved by financial Uéeodi . U’ (0] ,U ’Q U a o] \B %
concerns and stresses, which is true enslavement and ’a C)’é ) Y‘ auy C 'ﬂ’ 8 8 é_‘ |
SEAKoB X KS &oBsdousQave and fear of G-d ovyauouu Ugs ay Uu
areAy (G KS &aNBOS a ddlthat @2rfainsiiskK C\)6C\)Y A &U OUa O04aé
its inborn and innate subconsciousf 2 @S X D' U 'IGG’Nﬁ'W 3 Y i A Y
The solution to this problem is [the following verse] .
6Show me your appearan®@Maraiché W+ LILIS | N Aaaldde 00 a4aeaw@dou
also means $hirrorthence i KS @GSNRS A& aY'ueée &U Q@ @@ é.. [g é@é
€ 2 dzNJ YAimindReRkRi<the one looking into it ) Y U i ai a U U O A
because it is covered with a thin layer of silver, as N1 R OA z o ' RY 2R -
opposed to a window which is also made of glass. % lL\JJ % ;69 U g% g %2 g \ULIJ E

However a mirror only reflects as long as the glass is
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covered with a thin and delicate layer like silver. But if it o0o0PYRY oai Ue 1T 0O
is covered with a thick and dark covering you will be Yaa@d UagelU o0dPR (
unable to see anything at all. Similarly the Congregation a Y é 44a U U é Y a %Y L
of Israel is compared to a mirror because the purpose of 22 2\ Xom et NE AT
the descent of the soul is only to reflect and return to o Q a l.J. na  a YJE@ e, fe 8 a.'.Jl
cleave to G-d, just as a mirror reflects and bounces its a\ Y, a\ a~ U . U\ % 6,\ aN Q, a
image back, and just like the rays of the sun hit the 0 ,e e ‘a Qa ,| e . ,\a a a e
earth and bounce back (which is why the atmosphere C‘) Ynuao U Y uuao é. U
closest to Earth is hottest though it is farther from the Ua ea . oYb f} @ Q a U R
sun). aée adUoW BYoUi &aa
But the soul can only bounce back from its descent Ua eA a ! YUe\ g&?&'{ BU?'% anLSJé~
when it gets involved and invested in permissible a,\ ga £\ ey q ~ o a =0
materialism, (like the thin layer of the mirror). But if one ey l(Bao Y a U afd ¢ \)
sins, his soul is contaminated by the three totally .. < .
impure kelipot, and it is imprisoned by them and cannot aa aa éeYuu oOonUYas
ascend until he repents to arouse great Divine mercy U@ UUYeéeUn 3400Y
upon his soul (this is like the thick layer) X ! YR a OYTaxealU OYi dai U 1
O0My dove is in the cleftsof therack YSI Yy A y 3 Uéé@' éUU U6Yﬁ'l'
cannot arouse fear and love of G-d to ascend and fly, o A SEERVE
(i KS &2 fshai Meygur hirdramember and aa®eBd odyea UUYH
take to heart how you are only a mirror whose descent a,o,\ elwaa < OW@ ?__Ul,a ) I
Ad G2 o02dzyOS 61+ 01 FyR |4 ai aonRU UsaYAT Y U
VUUU@U o@ b806Veéa
A408® 00 ad¥ABRG
Pa@ Yeaw o@YUR a
UobPRY Uaaé aoyYtl a
0 Y é donipay i ee
YdY@Zauy éa&ae8sll aaavwamuw oy al sl o
YyUOUua aU@U0 "&vYadin @sva.UoayY o
aUiay Usyoll 8YW@
ot a OUWanarR oYRan &aa
FH0 aaoYlU oRAM
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3. Questions and Exercises

1. Do you enjoy looking in a mirror? Why? How much time do you spend a day by the mirror?

22 K& gSNB 22YSyQa YANNBNE dzaSR G2 02y aidNdHzOG

where the Priests sanctified their hands and feet?

3.1 26 R2 62YSyQa YANNBNAE SLIAG2YATS K2t AySaak
4.2 K4 Qa (0KS RA théfpsrigdstifedhe doiSEarasabdRashi?

5Whatg | & GKS &l NBdzY Sy ( £-daboStithé Birsoys usadByétHe &omknynR D
Egypt?

6.2 KIdG R2Sa GKS ¢l akKAy3a ollaA0 NBLINBaASyid aLIANRG

mirrors?
7.6Lifeisamirrorz ¢ &l & {(iPeSeediii G A 04 @
8. How must we deal with blockages in our life?

9. & a dove is in the clefts of the rock, in the covertureofthS & G0 SLJA X &aK2¢g YS & 2 dzN

How do the Chassidic masters explain this verse?

10. Moses did not want mirrors in the Sanctuary. G-d said that mirrors are the most precious

item. Why?
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