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1. Class Summary:

The deadliest fire in Israel’s history in December 2010 has confronted us with some tough
guestions. Who is responsible for forty one deaths? For the devastation of Israel’s most
beautiful forests? The two Druze teenagers trying to burn their garbage? How do we evaluate
the accountability of an arsonist?

A Talmudic debate on the liability of a person who ignites a fire and it spreads, sheds light on
the voyage of history from exile to redemption.

When Moses began the Exodus, he unleashed a ‘fire,” an “arrow,” that continues to move until
the coming of Moshiach.

Rabbi Yochanan and Reish Lakish debate (Talmud Bava Kama 22a) whether the fire you ignite is
deemed as your “arrow” or your “property.” “Your arrow” means your responsibility is based
on the fact that your fire is an extension of your energy and power, similar to one who shoots a
bullet, and “your property” means you are responsible because you own it, similar to damages
done by your dog. The difference is huge: If my fire spreads and kills people, can | be held fully
accountable? If it is my arrow, yes. My property, no.

Another fire related question: If it is forbidden to burn something on Shabbos, then how can we
light candles Friday night, knowing that they will burn all Shabbos? If fire is ‘my property’, | can
understand, it’s not me. But if fire is ‘my arrow’ then I am burning something now on Shabbos?

The class offers an in-depth discussion of the meaning behind this disputation, its ramifications
in Jewish law and history, and its psychological and spiritual applications.
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2. Sources: MNPN
1. Exodus NINY .1
6:6-8 N-Y:)

6. Therefore, say to the children of Israel... | will take
you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and |
will save you from their labor, and | will redeem you
with an outstretched arm ...

7. And | will take you to Me as a people...

8. L will bring you to the land, concerning which | raised
My hand to give to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, and
| will give it to you as a heritage; | am the Lord.'"

DONN SHNLHNY ...INIYI-)27 TN 127
DONN NI , 021N 1020 NN
.20 Y1712 DINN NN ; ONTIYN

..DY? % DI OPNEY

“TIROTING) W NIND-ON  DINN NNID)
AP PN DIINY AN 10D )
/1OR MY 032 ANN M)

2. Talmud Pesachim

118b

Over the fifth cup we conclude the Hallel, and then
recite the Great Hallel. These are the words of Rabbi
Tarfon.
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3. Tosafos Yom Tov

Tractate Ediyos 8:7

‘Teiku’ (¥p>n ) is an acronym for “Elijah the Tishbi will
answer questions and inquiries.”

2)0 DY MOLIN .3
Y,N NPTY Ion
NPYINY NPYIP NIM? 22UD—IPIN

4. Talmud Bava Kama

22a

Rabbi Yochanan said: One is responsible for his Fire
because it is his arrows. Reish Lakish said: Because it is
his property.
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5. Exodus
22:5

5. If a fire goes forth and finds thorns, and a stack of
grain or standing grain or the field be consumed, the
one who ignited the fire shall surely pay.
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6. Talmud Bava Kama NNAP NAa HHYN .6
22a N 20

R. Yochanan said: One is responsible for his Fire
because it is his arrows. Reish Lakish said: Because it is
his property.
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Why does Reish Lakish not agree with Rabbi Yochanan?
Because he says arrows are propelled by your strength,
and fire is not.

Why does R. Yochanan not agree with Reish Lakish?
Because he says your property must have substance to
it, and fire does not have substance.

Rava said: Both a verse and a Braisa support R.
Yochanan. The verse states ‘When a fire goes out’,
implying a fire that spread out on its own, and then
concludes ‘the one who lit the fire must pay.” We see
from this that fire is because of ‘his arrows.” (Because
he is considered having lit even the fire that spread on
its own.)

The Braisa states: The verse began talking about his
property damaging, but concludes talking about him
lighting it, to teach you that ‘Fire is because of his
arrows’.
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7. Nimukei Yosef

Bava Kama 22a

How can one light candles Friday evening if they will
continue to burn on Shabbos, and it is as if he himself is
burning something on Shabbos?

And if he is responsible for kindling a fire even though
he did not wish it to burn his neighbor’s wheat, how
much more so here, where he wants it to burn all
Shabbos!

When we examine the matter thoroughly, there is no
difficulty. Because man’s responsibility for fire is
because it is ‘his arrows,’ it is like when he shoots an
arrow: at the time of the release of the arrows, we hold
him liable for everything that will happen as a result, as
though it has all occurred.

If we would hold him liable for the time when the
arrows actually do the damage [not for the moment of
shooting], then he would be exempt, because it is out
of his control to retrieve the arrow. Even if he died
before his fire burnt the wheat, surely the one damaged
would collect payment from his property, as the verse
states ‘the one who lit the fire must pay’, and why
should he be obligated if he is dead, and the dead are
exempt?

We can see from here that it is not as if he is lighting
the fire now with his hands, rather we hold him
accountable for the moment when he lit the fire initially
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and carelessly.

Likewise in regards to Shabbos, when he lit the candles
Friday eve, erev Shabbos, it is as if he concluded the
entire job at that time when there is no prohibition for
igniting a candle.
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8. Talmud Taanis

29a

On the seventh [day of the month of Av] the heathens
entered the Temple and ate there and desecrated it
throughout the seventh and eighth [of Av], and towards
dusk of the ninth they set fire to it and it continued to
burn the whole of that day.

And this is what R. Yochanan meant when he said: Had |
been alive in that generation | should have fixed [the
mourning] for the tenth, because the greater part of the
Temple was burnt then.

And the Rabbis? [They say that the] beginning of any
misfortune is of greater importance.
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9. Talmud Bava Kama
60b

When R. Ammi and R. Assi were sitting before R. Isaac
the Smith, one of them said to him: 'Will the Master
please teach us Law?' while the other said: 'Will the
Master please give us some homiletical instruction?"

When he commenced a homiletical discourse he was
prevented by the one, and when he commenced a legal
discourse he was prevented by the other.

He therefore said to them: | will tell you a parable: To
what is this like? To a man who has had two wives, one
young and one old. The young one used to pluck out his
white hair, whereas the old one used to pluck out his
black hair. He thus finally remained bald on both sides.

He further said to them: | will accordingly tell you
something which will be equally interesting to both of
you: “If fire breaks out and catches thorns”; 'breaks out'
implies 'of itself'. “He that kindled the fire shall surely

7

pay”.

The Holy One, blessed be He, said: It is incumbent upon
me to pay back for the fire which | kindled. It was | who
kindled a fire in Zion... and it is | who will one day build
it anew by fire...

On the legal side, the verse commences with damage
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done by property, and concludes with damage done by
the person, [in order] to show that Fire is because its
‘his arrows’, and implies also human agency.

10. Deuteronomy

32:41

41. When | sharpen the lightning of My sword, and My
hand grasps judgment, | will bring vengeance upon My
adversaries and repay those who hate Me.

Rashi:
My hand grasps judgment—

The way of G-d is not like the ways of flesh and blood.
Man of flesh and blood shoots an arrow and cannot
retrieve it, bur G-d Almighty shoots His arrows and has
the power to retrieve them as if He is still holding them
in His hand. Lightning is His arrows, and here it is
written “the lightning of My sword, and My hand grasps
judgment”...
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11. Talmud Shabbos
70a

Lighting a fire was included [with all other prohibited
labor of Shabbos]. So why was it singled out?...
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3. Bibliography:

Page 6

$WWTH NP

X ,2D Xnp X232
2,0 X9p R22

X ,7D RY¥A X223

X ,2D NP K22 901 P

70972 DTN ,0WR RNTLINNT N00T
2,0 "2 ¥ 2

2,0p"20"nm




TheYeshiva.net

Parsha — Vaeira

TI¥N NWAD W R oo
RIXY DWID 'R PRI MY Pk

4. Questions and Exercises

1.  Whydo we fill up a fifth cup on the Seder night? Why is it called the cup of Elijah? (Two
reasons)

2. Why don’t we drink this fifth cup? (Two reasons)
3.  Why is the coming of Moshiach intimated in the story of the Egyptian exodus?

4.  What is the Talmudic argument between Rabbi Yochanan and Reish Lakish about fire, if it
is like an arrow or like one’s property? Explain.

5. If “fire is like an arrow,” then when my fire spreads to your property and damages it, it is
like my arrow hitting your object. If so, how are we permitted to light candles before Shabbos
to burn on Shabbos? What is the answer presented by the Nemukei Yosef?

6. How can we reconcile Rabbi Yochanan’s view that fire is like an arrow with his view that
the fast for the destruction of the Temple should have been on the 10th of Av? (Two

explanations)

7.  Why does the Talmud compare two types of Torah students to two wives plucking the
hair of their husband?

8.  What is the meaning of G-d’s promise that “l ignited a fire in Zion, | will rebuild it with
fire?”

9. Do you have fire in your life? What do you use it for?

Prepared by Rabbi Avraham Shlomo
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